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1. EDUCATION
Degree
Institution





Year
Major

PhD

Faculty of Agriculture, Annamalai University
1991
Weed


Annamalainagar, TN India




Science

M.Sc (Ag)
As above





1981
Agronomy

B.Sc (Ag) 
As above





1979
Agriculture

Academic Distinctions
First Rank & Gold Medal winner in B.S 

First Rank & State Merit Scholarship in M.S 

Theses
PhD
Valliappan. K. 1989. Studies on the allelopathic potential of certain garden land weed species. Doctoral Thesis. Submitted to Department of Agronomy, Faculty of Agriculture, Annamalai University, Annamalainagar, India. pp: 187
M.S
Valliappan. K. 1981. Effect of three plant growth regulators on groundnut TMV-7 (Arachis hypogaea L.). Masters Degree Thesis. Submitted to Department of Agronomy, Faculty of Agriculture, Annamalai University, Annamalainagar, India. pp: 126
Personal Details: Male: Date of Birth: April 29, 1958, born in India. Indian Citizen.
2. PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: (Some are parallel positions)
Academic, Research and Service & Industrial Experience
2010 – Present
Position / Title

Director, Alagu’s FLOWER VALLEY, A-2. Surya Balaji Buildings-I, Opp. High School, Vadavalli, Coimbatore-641041 TN India.

Member, Board of Studies, Department of Biotechnology, Kongu Nadu Arts and Science College, Affiliated to Bharathiar University, Coimbatore- 641 029
Job Description

Import of planting material for cutflower production in India (Lily bulbs from VWS Flower Bulbs, Holland).

Clearance through quarantine at port of entry and coordination with pre and post entry quarantine institutions of Government of India, including Agricultural University. 

Supply of carnation cuttings to growers for producing cutflowers.

Project consultancy to growers with project report 

Seeking financial assistance for grower projects from venture capitalists, Governmental agencies and financial institutions.  

Technical support to growers at field level to manage pests and to control climate in poly greenhouses to grow quality cut flowers.
Guest Lecture: Department of Plant Biology and Biotechnology, NGM College at Pollachi-642001 India, affiliated to Bharatathiar University at Coimbatore, India. 

“Commercial Biotechnology”: Lecture on Sep 28, 2010.
2002 – 2009
Position / Title / Tenure
President (Agro Division) – Nov 2002 to Dec 2009 at Eureka Trading (P) Limited, Gandhipuram II Street, Coimbatore, India (2002-2009)
Vice President (Industry), Horticultural Industry Business Consortium, Department of Horticulture, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore, India (2005-2008)

Guest Faculty at Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU) and Colleges of Arts and Science, in and around Coimbatore, India (listed below by academic year).
Job Description

Consultancy services to farmers with cut flower green houses for fumigation of soil, pest control, establishment of new projects.

Seeking bank finances for new projects in floriculture

Import of planting materials (Lily bulbs) from Holland and distribution to farmers, along with technical guidance.

Field visits on a regular basis to advise on climate control and pest management.
Guest Faculty details:
To B.Tech (Horticulture) students: “Corporate Farming and Greenhouse           Technology” at Department of Horticulture, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore, India. (2001-2002)
To BS and MS (Biotechnology) students: “ Plant Tissue Culture”, “ Floriculture”, Controlled growing of Crops”, “ Precision Farming”, Pest Management in greenhouses” at Department of Biochemistry and Bioinformatics, Sri Ramakrishna College of Arts and Science for Women, Affiliated to Bharathiar University, Coimbatore, India (2001-2002 and 2002-2003)
To Farmers and Entrepreneurs/ Refresher Courses for Agriculture / Horticulture graduates in Government departments: “Precision Farming” at Directorate of Extension Education (Training), Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore, India (2002-2003)
To BS students : Course Coordinator for “Commercial Horticulture” at Department of Plant Biology and Plant Biotechnology, PSGR Krishnammal College for women, affiliated to Bharathiar University, Coimbatore, India (2005-2006).

To B.Tech (Horticulture) students: “Hi-Tech production of flower crops” at Department of Horticulture, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore, India (2006-2007)
Resource Person / Invited lectures and Technical Sessions in Seminars / Lecture Series:
Syllabus Revision Committee member: BS (Agri): 2007-2008: Industry representative at Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore (April 24, 2007). Suggested modifications in Agronomy, Horticulture, Agri Biotech, Plant Pathology, Entomology, Plant Breeding & Genetics, Soil Science and Agricultural Extension.

Invited Lecture “Commercial Floriculture” at National Conference on the Recent Advances in Biotechnology (Sep 29 2006). School of Biotechnology, Karunya University, Coimbatore, India.

Resource person for University Grants Commission Refresher Course Lecture series: (Feb 22, 2006). Department of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry, Faculty of Agriculture, Annamalai University, Annamalainagar, India.

Resource person for Technical Session in One day State level seminar on “Green Marketing – Challenges and opportunities for Indian Industries” (Sep 21, 2005): Session: Green Marketing – Evolution and Trends” at PSGR Krishnammal College for women, Affiliated to Bharathiar University, Coimbatore, India.

Guest lecture for bank officials involved in sanction of loans to agriculture sector: “Technical aspects and Export Potential of Floriculture crops” (Nov 02, 2004) at Rural Banking Training Centre, Indian Overseas Bank, Gandhipuram, Coimbatore, India.

1991 – 2002
Position / Title / Tenure
Farm Coordinator – Jun 1991 to May 1992 at Biotechnology Division, Southern Petrochemical Corporation Limited (SPIC), Chennai (Head Quarters), India.
Manager (Farm Services) – Jun 1992 to Sep 1995 at Biotechnology Division, SPIC, Coimbatore, India.

Project Manager (Floriculture) – Jul 1995 to Sep 1998 at Biotechnology Division, SPIC, Coimbatore, India.

Senior Manager (Floriculture) – Oct 1998 to Dec 2001 at Biotechnology Division, SPIC, Coimbatore, India.

Senior Manager (Agri Biotech) – Dec 2001 to Sep 2002 at Biotechnology Division, SPIC, Coimbatore, India.

Job Description

Plant Tissue Culture at SPIC Agro Biotech Centre, Coimbatore, India
Maintained germplasm of elite mother plants (horticultural crops) for Tissue Culture Lab in field and greenhouse conditions at different locations.
Coordinated with engineering team (civil, electrical and mechanical engineers) to construct a commercial tissue culture laboratory (2 million plants per year delivery capacity).
Liaised with various Government departments for approvals, permits and licenses for the construction and commencement of production.

Laid out preliminary trials and demonstrations in farmers’ fields.

Established regional plant hardening centers for tissue culture plants for both ex-lab and for secondary stages.

Training of tissue culture operators on clean area and semi-clean area protocols.

Floriculture at SPIC Agro Biotech Centre, Coimbatore, India

Grown cut flowers using value added tissue culture plants in different locations and expanded it to a commercial project.
Floriculture project was proposed to a consortium of banks and was sanctioned for establishment and for later expansion.

Recruited manpower for the project.

Visited Israel and established a joint venture for both production and marketing.

Established a 10,000 sq. M Polyhouse with automated climate control and fertigation for rose production.

Greenhouse components were imported from Israel, France, Italy, USA, Holland and UK.

Exported flowers to 12 countries.

Planned input requirements (both Indian and imported materials) and budgeted with income-expenditure flows for Management reviews.

Tied up with flower auction centers in Holland, Germany, Belgium and Japan.

Established an exclusive farm to grow Asiatic and Oriental lily cut flowers and also commenced the contract farming operation in lilium with farmers on a commercial scale, producing 4000 stems per day.

Tied-up with traders in the country and established a marketing network to sell 12,000 roses, 4000 liliums and 15,000 other sourced flowers per day.

Imported lilium bulbs for the first time in India by refrigerated container by sea from Holland.

Editor for in-house newsletter: BLOSSOMS (1993-1996)

SPIC Agro Biotech Centre, Coimbatore, India

Heading both Tissue Culture and Floriculture units: a crucial administrative role.

Coordinated both technical and non-technical personnel, with daily briefs and weekly schedules.

Looked after fine tuning of tissue culture protocols to achieve better multi ratio, altering of target crops, control of contaminants including miticide sprays in lab area, quality control, ELISA testing.

Coordinated the activities of various departments like Technology Development, Production, Despatch, Greenhouse, Finance, Physical Plant (Electrical and Mechanical Engineering), Administration & Personnel and Security.

Interacted with all levels, at the work place, above in Head quarters and also with external agencies (including Universities, Quarantine Dept, bankers, Government agencies etc.).

Financial forecasting, budgeting, sourcing funds (internal from corporate, collections from outside agencies through Marketing, loans from bankers) and planning expenses on weekly and monthly basis.
Proposed schemes for funds to get quality control equipments (ELISA) and for tissue culture germplasm maintenance of Bunchy Top Virus Free banana (BBTV) varieties through Tissue culture, to Department of Biotechnology, Government of India.
Coordinated with other department heads, within and outside the Centre, at cross functional level (Corporate Planning, Internal Audit, SPIC Science Foundation, University Departments funded by Corporate to establish a Chair at Anna University, Chennai and Tamil Nadu Agri University, Coimbatore), India.
Interacted on a regular basis with Academic Institutions like Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding (IFGTB), Coimbatore, India for Phytosanitary Certificate requirements for export of plants and flowers and with Quarantine departments at airports in Chennai, Mumbai and Cochin in India for import of planting materials and other inputs into India for both Tissue culture and Floriculture units. 
Management Representative (MR) for ISO certification for the Agro Biotech Centre.

1985 – 1991


Position / Title / Tenure
Scientist (Weed Science) - Aug 1985 to Jul 1986 at Frederick Inst. of Plant Protection and Toxicology (FIPPAT), Padappai, Chennai, India.

Head, Department of Weed Science and Chief Agronomist – Aug 1986 to May 1991 at Frederick Inst. of Plant Protection and Toxicology (FIPPAT), Padappai, Chennai, India.
Job Description

Established a new department (Dept. of Weed Science), to test weedicides and herbicides for bioefficacy, phytotoxicity, compatibility with insecticides and fungicides etc.
Reported to the Director of the Institute and coordinated with other heads of departments in Entomology, Plant pathology, Pesticide Chemistry, Instrumentation, Toxicology, Administration & Personnel, Finance etc.
Generated funds through project proposals Indian and International pesticide manufacturing companies (field experiments and lab trials) for registration of pesticides in India. 
Editor for in-house newsletter: FIPPATIAN (1991)

Young Scientists’ Research Project, under the Department of Science and Technology, Government of India was sanctioned for study of allelopathic interaction between crops and weeds, using Continuous Root Exudates Trapping System.
1983 – 1985  
Position / Title / Tenure
Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA) – Sep 01, 1983 to April 30, 1984 & Sep 01, 1984 to Dec 31, 1984 at Department of Botany, University of British Columbia, Vancouver BC, Canada.

Graduate Research Assistant (GRA) – May 01, 1984 to Oct 31, 1984 & Jan 01, 1985 to Aug 31, 1985 at Department of Botany, University of British Columbia, Vancouver BC, Canada.

Research Scientist (Allelopathy) – Feb 01, 1985 to Jul 31, 1985 at Department of Botany, University of British Columbia, Vancouver BC, Canada.
Job Description

Parallel positions on teaching (Biology 101/102: Principles of Biology) and research on weeds (Parthenium hysterophorus, Centaurea diffusa) and medicinal plants (Azadirachta indica) on allelopathy, comparative biochemistry, photobiology, including plant tissue culture, isolation and extraction of sesquiterpene lactones, maintaining weeds (Parthenium) in greenhouse conditions and its bio-control agents in growth chambers, involving imported seeds of Parthenium (US and India), Azadirachta (India, Sri Lanka and Sudan) and Biocontrol agents (Zygogramma bicolorata (Australia).
3. Other Related Details

Membership in Professional Societies / Advisory Participation
Indian Society of Weed Science (Member)

Indian Society of Allelopathy (Life Member)

Asian Pacific Weed Science Society (Member)

Society of Pesticide Science, India (Member)

Kodaikanal Dindigul District Flower Growers’ Association (Advisor)

United Planters’ Association of South India (Resource Person-Cut Flowers)

Horticulture Industry Business Consortium (Member)
Annamalai University Agriculture Alumni Association (Joint Secretary: 2010-12)

Training 
Participated in Training-cum-workshop on “Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) for the importers associated with the import and growing of plants / plant materials requiring Post Entry Quarantine (PEQ), conducted by Regional Plant Quarantine Station (Directorate of Plant Protection, Quarantine and Storage), Meenambakkam, Chennai, India (Nov 04, 2008).
Participated in Training Program on High Performance Organizations, conducted by Management Development Centre (SPIC Ltd) , Kodaikanal, India (Sep 25 to Oct 01, 2000).
4. PUBLICATIONS

Conference Proceedings / Abstracts, Journals and Book Chapters 

4.1. Conferences

Valliappan, K., T.S. Theetharappan and A.R. Lakshmanan. 1985. Effects of Alachlor, at sub-toxic doses, on the growth and yield of peanuts. Proceedings 10th Asian Pacific Weed Science Society Conference, 24-30 Nov. 1985 held at Chiangmai, Thailand: 532-536.

Valliappan, K., T.S. Theetharappan and G.H.N. Towers. 1985. Allelopathic effects of the root exudates from the obnoxious weed, Parthenium hysterophorus L. Proceedings 10th Asian Pacific Weed Science Society Conference, 24-30 Nov. 1985 held at Chiangmai, Thailand: II. 400-405.

Valliappan, K. 1986. Studies on the allelopathic effect of Ocimum americanum L. on growth, nodulation and yield of blackgram and greengram. Proceedings-I. National Symposium on Micromolecular Ecology, 5-6 Dec. 1986 held at Calcutta, India: 16.

Valliappan, K. and T.S. Theetharappan. 1986. Evaluation of the allelopathic potential of Parthenium hysterophorus L. on the growth, nodulation and yield of cowpea. Abstr. Annual Conference of Indian Society of Weed Science, 20-21 Mar. 1986 held at Jaipur, Rajasthan, India: 169.

Valliappan, K. and T.S. Theetharappan. 1986. Studies on fertilizer cum herbicide application in transplanted rice. Abstr. Annual Conference of Indian Society of Weed Science, 20-21 Mar. 1986 held at Jaipur, Rajasthan, India: 38. 

Valliappan, K. and T.S. Theetharappan. 1986. Weed management studies with Butachlor in direct seeded rice with different times of spraying. Abstr. Annual Conference of Indian Society of Weed Science, 20-21 Mar. 1986 held at Jaipur, Rajasthan, India: 37. 

Chelliah, T.S. and Valliappan K. 1988. Studies on the compatibility of Oxyfluorfen in direct seeded rice with Butachlor and fertilizer additive. Abstr. Biennial conference of Indian Society of Weed Science, 8-9 Mar. 1988 held at Jorhat, Assam, India: 1-2.

Chelliah, T.S. and Valliappan K. 1988. Compatibility studies with Oxyfluorfen in transplanted rice. Abstr. Biennial conference of Indian Society of Weed Science, 8-9 Mar. 1988 held at Jorhat, Assam, India: 7.

Valliappan, K. 1988. Efficacy studies with Pyrazosulfuron-ethyl (NC-311) in transplanted rice. Abstr. Biennial conference of Indian Society of Weed Science, 8-9 Mar. 1988 held at Jorhat, Assam, India: 14.

Valliappan, K., T.S. Chelliah and T.S. Theetharappan. 1988. Bioefficacy studies with Oxyfluorfen in onion. Abstr. Biennial conference of Indian Society of Weed Science, 8-9 Mar. 1988 held at Jorhat, Assam, India: 59.

Valliappan, K and A.R. Lakshmanan. 1988. Studies on the allelopathic potential of Ocimum americanum L. on the growth, nodulation and yield of cowpea. Abstr. Biennial conference of Indian Society of Weed Science, 8-9 Mar. 1988 held at Jorhat, Assam, India: 72.

Valliappan, K. 1989. Allelopathic effects of nut grass, Cyperus rotundus L. in direct seeded rice. Proceedings 12th Asian Pacific Weed Science Society Conference, 21-26 Aug. 1989 held at Seoul, South Korea. II: 441-446.

Valliappan, K and A.R. Lakshmanan.1989. Allelopathic potential of Ocimum americanum L. on the growth, nodulation and yield of soybean (Glycine max L. Merr.). Proceedings 12th Asian Pacific Weed Science Society Conference, 21-26 Aug. 1989 held at Seoul, South Korea. II: 447-452.

Tamilselvan, C., K. Valliappan and R. Sundararajan.1990. Studies on the terminal residues of oxyfluorfen in groundnut, onion, rice and sugarcane. Abstr. Third Tropical Weed Science Conference, 4-6 Dec. 1990 held at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: 45.
Vaiyapuri, V., K. Valliappan and RM. Alagappan. 1990. Effect of weed control with Anilofos in transplanted rice. Abstr. Third Tropical Weed Science Conference, 4-6 Dec. 1990 held at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: 21.

Valliappan, K., C. Tamilselvan and V. Vaiyapuri. 1990. Soil column leaching studies with five transplanted paddy herbicides. Abstr. Third Tropical Weed Science Conference, 4-6 Dec. 1990 held at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: 46.
Valliappan, K., V. Vaiyapuri and AR. Lakshmanan. 1990. Current Status of herbicides in India. Abstr. Third Tropical Weed Science Conference, 4-6 Dec. 1990 held at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: 75.

Valliappan, K. and M. Ratnavel. 1995. Commercial plant tissue culture. Proceedings Seminar on Opportunities for Cutflower Production & Marketing, 30-31 May 1995, held at United Planters’ Association of South India (UPASI), Coonoor, India: 37-42.

Valliappan, K. 1996. SPIC Biotech in blooming business. Seminar Manual on Cutflowers- Marketing Perspective. 7 Aug1996, held at United Planters’ Association of South India (UPASI), Coonoor, India: 40-44.

Valliappan, K. 2004. Problems and prospects in export of floriculture products. Proceedings State Level Work Shop on Market and Export Oriented Horticulture, 11-12 Mar. 2004, held at Directorate of Extension Education, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU), Coimbatore, India: 62-64.

Valliappan, K. 2006. Agri Biotech: Sustainable and eco-friendly management practices under controlled atmospheric (CA) conditions. Proceedings UGC-Sponsored refresher course in Resource Management for sustainable eco-friendly agriculture in the 21st century, Jan 31- Feb 20, 2006, held at Department of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry, Faculty of Agriculture, Annamalai University, Annamalainagar, India: 194-197.

Valliappan, K. 2006. Agri Biotech - Cultivating Convergence: an insight. Abstracts. National Conference on recent advances in Biotechnology, 29 Sep 2006, held at School of Biotech, Karunya University, Coimbatore, India: 5-6.

Valliappan, K. 2006. Pest Management in floriculture greenhouses: an overview. Proceedings National Seminar on Appropriate Technologies for Sustainable Horticulture, 20-21 Mar 2006, held at Department of Horticulture, Faculty of Agriculture, Annamalai University, Annamalainagar, India: 70-72.

4.2. Peer Reviewed Journals

Valliappan, K., A.R. Lakshmanan and K.R. Kumaresan. 1985. Effects of different plant growth regulators on the reproductive characters and yield of TMV-7 groundnut. Oilseeds Journal (Jan-Jun, 1985): 53-56.

Valliappan, K and G.H.N. Towers. 1988. Allelopathic effect of root exudates from obnoxious weed Parthenium hysterophorus L. Indian Journal of Weed Science. 20 (1): 18-22.

Tamilselvan, C., K. Valliappan and R. Sundararajan. 1990. Studies on the weed control efficiency and residues of Oxyfluorfen in onion. International Journal of Tropical Agriculture VIII (2): 123-128.

Sundararajan, R., C. Tamilselvan and K. Valliappan. 1991. Bioefficacy and residue of Oxyfluorfen in sugarcane (Saccharum officinarum). Indian Journal of Agricultural Sciences 61 (5): 356-358.

Emmanuvel, P., C. Tamilselvan and K. Valliappan. 1991. Effect of herbicides on seed germination and seedling growth of rice. Indian Journal of Weed Science 23 (3&4): 40-45.

Valliappan, K., P. Emmanuvel and C. Tamilselvan. 1991. A novel system for soil column leaching studies: Bioassay with some herbicides. Indian Journal of Weed Science 22 (1&2): 65-70.

4.3. Popular articles

Theetharappan, T.S. and K.Valliappan. 1985. IR-50, a potential variety of rice for drought tolerance. Kisan World. Oct.1985.12 (10): 15-16.

Valliappan, K. 1996. Holland- a nation of blossoms. SPIC-Harvest (In-house magazine: Southern Petrochemical Industries Corporation, Chennai, India): 16-17.

Valliappan, K. 1997. Floriculture: What is the fuss is all about? Silver Jubilee Souvenir of Lisieux Matriculation Higher Secondary School, Coimbatore, India: 74-77.

Valliappan, K. 2003. Multiproductline in Floriculture – the Indian scenario. Floriculture Today. Jan 2003: 12-13.

Valliappan, K. 2005.Tamil Nadu –flower bowl of India. Floriculture Today. Jul 2005: 36-37.

Valliappan, K. 2006.Pest Management in Greenhouses. Floriculture Today. Feb 2006:26-28.

Valliappan, K. 2006. Calla lily – a wonderful cutflower. Floriculture Today. May 2006: 47-48.

4.4. Book Chapters

Valliappan, K. 2001. Greenhouse / Polyhouse technology for export agriculture (Hi-Tech Horticulture). Kannaiyan, S and S.Uthamasamy (Ed.s). Changing Scenarios in Indian Agriculture. Directorate of Extension Education, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU), Coimbatore, India: 98-104.

Valliappan, K. 2007. Liliums in India- an overview. In Underutilized and underexploited horticultural crops. Vol.2. 2007. Peter. K.V. (Ed.). New India Publishing Agency, New Delhi, India: 255-265.
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